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and without cervical sympathetic block in the treatment of cluster headache: A comparative
retrospective study. Cluster headache (CH) is characterized by very frequent unilateral attacks of
pain, accompanied by cranial autonomic symptoms. The treatment of CH is primarily
pharmacological, with prophylactic medications commonly used. We report the experience of our
centre with the use of the stellate ganglion block (SGB) technique to treat CH. Retrospective
review of the data of all CH patients who received SGB, from March 2013 to September 2017, was
performed. A total of 30 patients with CH received SGB. The International Headache Society
criteria were used to determine the clinical effectiveness of the procedure. The pattern of
response was classified as 'complete' (100% reduction of headaches) or 'partial' (≥50% reduction
of headaches). The pain intensity was assessed using a visual analogue scale (VAS) at rest and
during activity, the lowest VAS score was recorded as the baseline and the mean of 6 VAS scores
was calculated. There were 21 females and 9 males with a mean age of 50.8 ±
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